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XXVII. 'Part of a Letter from Francis Ncvill, 
Effj to the (Right Reverend the Lord BiJJiop of 
Clogher, containing a Relation of federal Urns 
and Sepulchral Monuments lately found in Ire- 
land. 



Belturbet % Qzcmb. $. 1712, 
Mj Lord, 

HEN Bifhop Hopkins was Bifhop of Rap£>oe 9 
there was a Whale caft on the Ifland Dowej, 
which belongs to the Bifhoprick, which Ifland is 
about Ten Miles beyond Cafik-doe. This Whale car- 
ried me into thofe wild Parts of the County of Donne* 
gal '■> and whilft I was in that Ifland, and in another 
adjacent call'd fonts Bofin, which did likewise belong to 
the Bifboprick, I faw feveral Whales playing for feve- 
ral Days together in that Sea. The Whale that was 
caft afhore was but a'fmall one, 50 Foot long : It was 
of that kind that hath the Whalebone in the Roof of 
the Mouth. 

When I came back to Caftle-doe, I was told of an Urn 
that was found within a Mile of that Places where I 
went, and met with the Man that had found the fame. 
He carried me into a little Ifland, furrounded with Bog, 
Where his Cabin ftood : The Ifland was very dry, light? 
f,mdy Ground, which he had plowed: The Plow run- 
ning in fome Places over flat Stones cover'd above with 
Earth, made the Man curious to fearch ; and the 
rather becaufe he was a Clothier by Trade, he wanting 
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a flat Stone to make him a Hot-prefs (for fo they do, 
who want an Tron Plate to Prefs their Cloth on.) In 
takjng up the Stone he found a Cavity under it, 
which I believe may be call 'd a Sepulcher, or Tomb : 
In it he found an Urn, which he broke, becaufe nothing 
was in it but Bone? and Allies. In the fame Tomb there 
were fome Bones of one about ten or twelve Years old. 
The Tomb ftood E. and W : the Urn was found in the 
YWft end* it was the fmalleft Urn I have fcen,but the Ca- 
vit wherein it Jay was near 5 foot long, two foot and a 
halt <-oad, and about the fame depth : It was made up of 
fix «r<x Ce flag Stones, viz,, one on each fide, one at the 
Head, t aother at the Foot, one above and one below : 
The Bones were much wafted, and but few of them. 
Whilft [ ftaid there, we opened three more, which the 
Man quickly found out, becaufe he had made his marks 
by the Plow. Thefe three were much larger than the 
former; one of the three was near the Center of the 
Ifland, and biggeft of all } but all alike made. There 
was no Urn in either of them, and but Bones in one, 
which was the biggeft. The Bones feem'd to be of a 
Man of an ordinary Stature : If there had been any in 
the other two they were confumed. The Man told me 
he did believe there were more 5 but I bad not time to 
make a further fearcb. This feem'd to be a common 
Burying Place, there being fo many of that kind of 
Tombs in it 5 and one may gather from thence, that at 
that time they burnt fome, and others they did not 5 
becaufe here was an Urn found with Bones burnt, and 
there were Bones unbumt. This Ifland is fituate on an 
Ifthmm about half a Mile over, between the Bay of Dun* 
fannaghan and the Logh of Kitwevier, near to Lieut, 
General Hamilton's Houfe 

There were three the like Urns found in three fmall 
Stone Chefts, under a great Kern, or heap of Stones, 
near to Ban Bridge in the County of Doivne 5 which 
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heap being removed to help to buiid that Bridge, they 
were difcover'd. 

There were the like Urns found near Omagh in the 
County of Tyrone, in the like Chefts, under two heaps 
of Stones, which were removed to buiid fome Houfes 
in the faid Town. 

There was one Urn found in a little fandy Hill near 
Cookjion on the Road to Lijfon in the County of Tyrone : 
It was covered with a great rude Lime-Stone; which 
being removed in order to made Lime, the Urn was 
difcovered in a Hole encompafs'd with fix Stones of 
equal bignefs, which made a Hexagon, in which the 
Urn ftood. The Water that had fallen on the Urn from 
the Lime-Stone, or the Air condenfing, had petrify'd, 
and made a Stony cruft on the cutfide thereof. There 
were fome Bones and Allies found in it. Sir Robert Staples 
had the Urn and gave it to me, which I defigned for 
the College; but the Fellow I intrufted to carry it broke 
the fame, and fo my defign faifd. 

At Dungannon in the fame County, a Servant of mine 
working in a Sand- D it near the Town, flruck on an Urn, 
which was the largeft f ever faw. It was found with 
the Mouth whelm'd downward, the Bones and Afhes on 
a flat Srone, and the Urn covering them : ft would have 
held about three Quarts, and had been better burnt in 
the; Fire than they usually are : But thisAmet with the 
fate of others 5 it was broke by the Spade before the 
Man was aware, and had no Stones about it as the others, 
but was bury'd in the Earth about a Foot under Ground. 
As they dug the panic for Sand, the Place where the 
Carcafs was burnt was difcovered by the Coals and 
pieces of Bones, which fpread a great way, about a foot 
under Ground. 

Near to the fame Town, on Mr. Knox's Eftate, in a 
Town-land call cl Killimeille (which in Exglifh is Low- 
fly Cell, or Low fey Bury log- Place) there are on the 
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top of the Hill two Circles of dry Stone about 20 Yards 
in Diameter each 5 they meet on two fides and make 
the Figure of Eight. I fuppofe when firft form'd they 
made a dry Wall for two dift'nict Burying-Places, one 
for the Men, the other for the Women .3 or rather two 
Repositories for Urns. One Jams Hamilton, who farm'd 
the Ground from Mr. JCnox } wanting Stones to build a 
Houfe, drew oil" movr of them from this Place. When 
he had enter'd within one rf the Circhs, he found 
three Urns in three feveral Holes, let about with fix 
Stones, and cover'd with flat Stones, and other Stones 
thrown on the Top \ he broke what he found, not 
finding what he expected. Mr. Knox and I went there 
to fee the Place, and faw the Holes and broken Urns , 
but the Man's Houfe being finiCh'd, there were no more 
found j but I am perfwaded there are many more,becaufe 
thefe three were found near together. The Poor Man 
met with an Accident of Fire in his Mauk-Houfe, which 
did him great Damage $ the hifh attributed it to his ta- 
king thofe Stones to build his Houfe, which they call'd 
Holy, tho' they knew nothing of its being a Burying- 
Place till thus difcover'd. 

On the fame Hill about thirty Yards diftance to the 
Eaftward of thefe Circles, upon fearch we found the 
Altar whereon they ufed to burn their Dead, over-grown 
with Earth and green Sod, which we caufed to be un- 
covered *• It was made of dry Stone, eight Foot long 
and four Foot broad, the Coals and Bones freuh among 
the Stones, and the Stones burnt with Fire. At the 
Eaft end of this Altar there v/as a Pit, which was 
iikcwife over-grown with Earth and green Sod} which 
we open'd, and found it to be the Receiver, where 
they fwept in all that remaind on the Altar after 
Burning. We fearch'd deep, and the fubftance was all 
alike, black and greafy : It had tinged the Hill in a 
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ftrsit Line from the Pit to the bottom of the Hill ; and 
diicover'd it felf to our View, the Land being then 
plough d. 

I fhali add only one more that I have feen, befides 
the many that are yearly difcover'd } to (hew that this 
was the Way the Irtfh had for Burying in Heathen 
time, though the People know nothing of it by Hiftory 
or Tradition. 

In the County of Fermanagh, upon a Hill over Wattle- 
Bridge, there has been a mighty Heap of Stones, the 
Baft's incircled v/ith very large Stones (landing on end, 
This Heap has been removed to pave our Ways, and 
build that Bridge 5 under which there were fome Urns 
found in Stone Coffins, and I believe there are fome re- 
maining. Thefe were, I fuppofe, the Urns of fome 
great Perfonages. The Heap was fo big, and the Stones 
about it fo large and fo many, that it ooft great Pains to 
bring them tfciere ; Or perhsps there might have been a 
Fight there, and fome of the great Officers might have 
their Bones interr'd there, and the Army made that great 
Work over them 3 for it feem'd to be a Work done by 
many. I have feen feveral fuch Heaps in this Kingdom, 
and I doufot not but they are all Monuments for the 
Dead, I am, &c. 

Fran. N e v i l l. 
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